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SUSAN WEBER is an educator, scholar, and philanthropist who has greatly invigorated decorative arts 

scholarship in this country. In 1991, she founded the Bard Graduate Center (BGC) for studies in the 

decorative arts, design history, and material culture, inspired by a passion for the field and the desire to 

see it regarded as an academic discipline equal to painting, music or literature. Today the BGC has 

grown into an internationally renowned program of study, offering master and doctorate degrees, 

exhibitions, public programs, and a journal. Dr. Weber has organized numerous exhibitions and 

written and edited such catalogues as E.W. Godwin: Aesthetic Movement Architect and Designer and James 

“Athenian” Stuart: 1713-1788, The Rediscovery of Antiquity (Yale University Press/Bard Graduate 

Center). She has received many awards, including the Philip C. Johnson Award of the Society of 

Architectural Historians (2005, 2000); Henry Russell Hitchcock Book Award, Victorian Society in 

America (2004, 2000); American Federation of the Arts' Cultural Leadership Award (2003); and the 

Woman of Achievement Award, Barnard College (1997). Currently, Dr. Weber is at work onWilliam 

Kent, to open at BGC and the V&A, London, in 2011.

YALE UNIVERSITY PRESS in New Haven and London. Director John Donatich—author, commentator, 

member of the Council on Foreign Relations, and a recent fellow at the artist community, Yaddo — 

came to Yale University Press in 2004 from Basic Books, where he served as Vice President and 

Publisher. Mr. Donatich is responsible for extending the legacy of the publishing house, which from its 

founding in 1908 has sought to acquire and publish important works of scholarship.  Today its list is so 

varied as to nearly defy summarization, but its vitality can be sensed by looking at a handful of recent 

successes, which include E. H. Gombrich’s much loved A Little History of the World (2005), as well as 

editions of works on Yale’s outstanding natural sciences and humanities list.  The Press is also one of the 

nation’s leading publishers of books and catalogues on art and architecture, in part through partnerships 

with such leading cultural institutions as the Bard Graduate Center.

   

A.EUGENE KOHN co-founded in 1976 what is today one of the world’s leading architecture firms, with 

five offices worldwide. As Chairman and Partner-in-Charge of Kohn Pedersen Fox Associates, Mr. 

Kohn oversees global strategy with a corporate philosophy that regards architecture as a civic 

responsibility. Mr. Kohn is a Fellow of the American Institute of Architects and member of the Royal 

Institute of British Architects and the Japan Institute of Architects. He helped establish the Harvard 

International Real Estate Center, is an overseer of Penn Design and a member of the Wharton Real 

Estate Center Advisory Board at the University of Pennsylvania, where he has also served as a trustee. 

Mr. Kohn has a BA and a MA in Architecture from the University of Pennsylvania and served as an 

officer in the US Navy between degrees. He sits on the governing boards of the National Building 

Museum and the Urban Land Institute. Among numerous awards and prizes, he has been designated an 

Executive Fellow of the Graduate School of Design at Harvard, the first architect to be so honored.
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Andrea Palladio (née Andrea di Pietro della Gondola Romania, 1508-1580). Born in Padua and 

apprenticed as a humble stonemason, this Italian Renaissance architect rose to become one of the 

greatest and most influential architects in the history of Western civilization.

Like many other enlightened thinkers of his day, John Soane was a dedicated student of Palladio through 

the architect’s immensely influential treatise, I Quattro Libri dell'Architettura (The Four Books of 

Architecture). Soane traveled to the areas surrounding Venice where most of Palladio’s oeuvre can be 

found, traced the master’s steps through Rome’s ruins, and, like Palladio, designed in section with 

geometric purity. Yet, for Soane, the ultimate Palladian paradigm may have been that the pen can leave 

a legacy as powerful as built work. Today, thirteen versions of various texts by Palladio reside in the 

library of Sir John Soane’s Museum in London. 

This spring the Soane Foundation honors the legacy of Andrea Palladio to coincide with an exhibition 

it has helped to organize. Palladio and His Legacy: A Transatlantic Journey, presented by the Royal Institute 

of British Architects (RIBA) and The Morgan Library and Museum, is on view at The Morgan, 225 

Madison Avenue at 36th Street, from April 2 to August 1, 2010.

�n�rea �alla�io and �ohn �oane
This evening we salute
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